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Section E.1 Public Participation Summary

Section 65583(c)(5) of the Government Code states that "The local government shall make
diligent effort to achieve public participation of all the economic segments of the community in the
development of the housing element, and the program shall describe this effort." Public
participation played an important role in the formulation and refinement of the City’s housing goals
and policies and in the development of a Land Use Plan which determines the extent and density
of future residential development in the community.

The City conducted a diligent public outreach and engagement effort for

development of the 2021-2029 Housing Element. The aim of this outreach was

to better understand the perspective of all segments of the community and

produce more effective and context-sensitive policies and programs to support

housing development and address special needs populations. Public outreach

also allowed the City to identify concerns of citizens and housing service providers and integrate
local knowledge into the Housing Element that was not available in reports, online, or in City
documents and may not have been initially apparent.

This Appendix summarizes the outreach efforts and input received in two sections:

e Summary of Public Engagement: An overview of the participants and public comments
received.

o Documentation: Copies of the City’s public notice list and a publicly available F&Q
resource guide produced to support the outreach efforts.

Early in the Housing Element update process the City created a web page
(https://www.sealbeachca.gov/Departments/Community-Development/Planning-
Development/Housing-Element-Update) where Frequently Asked Questions (see below), an
online housing survey, meeting notices, agendas, draft documents and other reference materials
were posted for review. The City received 14 comments regarding the information presented on
the website.

The City also created a Housing Element Ad Hoc Committee to assist in the selection of housing
sites. This committee held two public meetings.

Housing organizations, service providers and other interested parties that were included in the
distribution of public notices are shown in Table C-1. Table C-2 provides a summary of questions
raised during Housing Element preparation and responses to those questions.

As shown in Table C-1, more than a dozen organizations representing the interests of lower-
income households, persons with special needs, and affordable housing developers were invited
to participate in the Housing Element update at each step of the process.

City residents and other interested stakeholders had many opportunities to recommend strategies,
review, and comment on the Housing Element update.
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City Council/Planning Commission study session March 8, 2021

Housing Element Ad Hoc Committee meeting April 5, 2021
Housing Element Ad Hoc Committee meeting April 27, 2021

City Council/Planning Commission study session September 20, 2021
Planning Commission public hearing January 18, 2022
City Council public hearing February 7, 2022
ALUC Hearing February 17, 2022
City Council public hearing to overrule ALUC August 29, 2022
Zoning Update Study Session April 24, 2023
Zoning Update Community Meeting (Tentative Date) October 11, 2023

During the review process, including review by HCD, three (3) letters or emails were received.
These letters addressed a variety of issues and concerns, including the need to focus on
households with extremely low and low incomes; compatibility with the adjacent JFTB; land use
restrictions that may prevent housing development; and the desire for a more interactive public
participation process.

The City has also engaged key stakeholders in discussions about the zoning changes that must
be made to accommodate the RHNA. These stakeholders include planners, development
professionals, a mortgage broker, real estate investors, property managers, an affordable housing
advocate, affordable housing developers, and former City officials, both elected and appointed.
Many were residents of Seal Beach. The stakeholders have informed the approach to promoting
housing in the Main Street/Downtown area, and development of mixed-use areas. The City has
also engaged in discussions with representatives from the Navy to discuss the need for affordable
housing and how a collaboration might also address the Navy’s needs for services for its
employees and service members. Discussions with affordable housing developers occurred
regarding potential development of the City’s site on the Navy base (See Section 4 of the Housing
Element for relevant programs).

Prior to submittal of the all drafts to HCD for review, this document was posted on the City’s
website for seven days to solicit public comment. Notice of the draft’s availability was shared with
all persons/organizations who requested to be notified of milestones in the Housing Element
review process.
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Table C-1
Public Notice Distribution List
City of Seal Beach Housing Element Update

League of Women Voters of Central

Kennedy Commission OC Association of Realtors
Orange County

17701 Cowan Ave., Suite 200 25552 La Paz Road
P.O. Box 10621

Irvine, CA 92614 Laguna Hills, CA 92653

Santa Ana, CA 92711

Neighborhood Housing Services of OC  Habitat for Humanity of Orange County  Jamboree Housing Corp.
198 W. Lincoln Ave., 2nd Floor 2200 S. Ritchey St. 17701 Cowan Avenue, #200
Anaheim, CA 92805 Santa Ana, CA 92705 Irvine, CA 92614

The Related Companies of California Community Housing Resources, Inc. BIA/OC
18201 Von Karman Ave Ste 900 17701 Cowan Avenue, Suite 200 17744 Sky Park Circle #170

Irvine, CA 92612 Irvine, CA 92614 Irvine, CA 92614

Dayle McIntosh Center OC Housing Providers Regional Center of Orange County
501 N. Brookhurst Street, Suite 102 25241 Paseo de Alicia, Suite 120 P.O. Box 22010

Anaheim, CA 92801 Laguna Hills, CA 92653 Santa Ana, CA 92702-2010

OC Business Council OC Housing Trust Neighborhood Housing Svcs of OC
2 Park Plaza, Suite 100 198 W. Lincoln Ave., 2nd Floor 198 W. Lincoln Ave., 2nd Floor
Irvine, CA 92614 Anaheim, CA 92805 Anaheim, CA 92805

OC Housing &  Community

Mercy Housing Orange County Housing Authority

Development
480 S Batavia St . 1501 E St Andrew Pl

Attn: Rebecca Leifkes
Orange, CA 92868 ) Santa Ana, CA 92705

1501 E. St Andrew Place, First Floor
City of Long Beach City of Los Alamitos City of Huntington Beach
Development Services Department Development Services Department Community Development Dept
Linda F. Tatum, Director Ron Noda, Acting Director Ursula Luna-Reynosa, Director
411 W. Ocean Bivd., 3rd Floor 3191 Katella Avenue 2000 Main Street — 3rd Floor
Orange County Water District Orange County Sanitation District City of Garden Grove
Michael Markus, General Manager Jim Herberg, General Manager Comm. and Economic
18700 Ward St 10844 Ellis Avenue Development
Fountain Valley, CA 92708 Fountain Valley, CA 92708 Lisa Kim, Director/ACM
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Rossmoor Services

District

Joe Mendoza, General Manager
3001 Blume Dr,

California Coastal Commission
South Coast District

Community

Amber Dobson, District Manager

301 E Ocean Blvd Suite 300, Long
City of Westminster

Community Development Department
Alexa Smittle, Director

8200 Westminster Boulevard
Gabrieleno Tongva Nation

Sam Dunlap
P.O. Box 86908

Los Angeles, California 90086
Juanefio Band of Mission Indians

Joyce Stanfield Perry, Tribal Manager
4955 Paseo Segovia

Irvine, California 90603
Soboba Band of Luisefio Indians

Joseph Ontiveros, Cultural Resource
Director

P.O. Box 487
Coast Community College District

1370 Adams Avenue
Costa Mesa, Ca. 92626
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OC Development Services

Amanda Carr, Interim Deputy Director

P.O. Box 4048
Santa Ana, CA 92702-4048

Southern California Edison

P.O. Box 800

Rosemead, CA 91770

Gabrielefio Band of Mission Indians
Kizh Nation
Andrew Salas, Chairman

P.O. Box 393
Gabrielefio/Tongva San Gabriel Band
of Mission Indians

Anthony Morales, Chairperson
P.O. Box 693

Juanefio Band of Mission Indians -
Acjachemen Nation

David Balardes

32161 Avenida Los Amigos
Ti ‘AT Society

Cindi Alvitre

6515 East Seaside Walk #C

Long Beach, California 90803
Joint Forces Training Base, Los
Alamitos

4522 Saratoga Ave, Building 15
Los Alamitos, CA 90720

Naval
Beach
Gregg T. Smith, Public Affairs
Officer

Weapons Station Seal

SoCal Gas Company

Centralized Correspondence
PO Box 1626
Monterey Park CA 91754-8626
Gabrieleno Tongva Indians of CA
Tribal Council

5450 Slauson Avenue, Suite 151
PMB

Gabrielino Tongva Indians  of
California Tribal Council

Robert Dorame, Chairperson
P.O. Box 490

Juanefio Band of Mission Indians
Alfred Cruz

P.O. Box 25628

Santa Ana, California 92799
Los Alamitos Unified School
District

10293 Bloomfield St.
Los Alamitos, CA 90720

OC Airport Land Use Commission
3160 Airway Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
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Table C-2
Summary of Public Comments

City of Seal Beach 2021-2029 Housing Element Update

Comment Response

Since most single-family lots are allowed 2 ADUs,
does the sites inventory allow the City to assume the
total potential number of ADUs for RHNA purposes?

State policy does not allow the full ADU potential to
be assumed for RHNA purposes. Cities may estimate
potential future ADU production based on past
trends.

What does “by-right” development mean?

‘By-right” means the development review process
must be based only on objective standards involving
no personal judgment.

If a property is listed in the inventory of housing sites,
is the City or the property owner required to develop
the property during the 8-year planning period?

No - the sites listed in the inventory only indicates
that the potential exists for additional housing
development. However, through various programs,
the City is encouraging and facilitating development
at these sites.

If a property listed in the inventory of housing sites is
shown as having potential for low-income housing,
can the property only be developed with affordable
housing?

No - sites shown as accommodating low-income
housing only indicates that the property is considered
suitable for low-income housing under State law.
Generally, sites that allow a density of at least 30
units/acre are considered suitable for low-income
housing in cities with a population of greater than
25,000 in Orange County.

How were the issues in Seal Beach that limit
development areas, such as sensitive environmental
areas and Federal Government land ownership,
factored into the Housing Element and RHNA?

These issues were considered as part of the RHNA
process and the Housing Element discusses these
constraints to housing development. Moreover,
environmental impacts are discussed in the CEQA
document for this project.

Affordable housing is very unlikely to be built in high-
cost areas like Seal Beach. What happens if the City
doesn’'t meet the RHNA goals?

Cities that do not achieve their RHNA allocations may
be required to offer “streamlined” permit processing
under SB 35.
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